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ARPA Broadband Infrastructure 

Background Information 

Montana is committed to fulfill the purpose of the American Rescue Plan Act's directive for the expansion of broadband 
Internet access to Montana's regions and locals that remain unserved or underserved. The Department of Administration (DOA) 
has established the ConnectMT ("Program" ) under the "Connect Montana Act", SB 297 to oversee the operation of the award 
allocation process.e

As designated by the ARPA financial allocation to the State of Montana, the state will receive $275 million to bee
allocated via competitive allocation awards to applicants who commit at a minimum 20% of the proposed projectse
funds cost and who also commit to deploying enhanced and improved internet communications in Montana. Suche
funding authority is pursuant to section 9901 of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, H.R. 1319, Public Lawe
No.117-2; furthermore it is pursuant to Montana’s 67th Legislature HB 632, [1] Implementing the American Rescuee
Plan Act (ARPA); also pursuant to Montana’s 67th Legislature SB 297, signed May 11, 2021 establishinge
Broadband Infrastructure Deployment Laws and establishing the Montana Broadband Deployment Program,e
signed May 11, 2021, herein referred to as the “Connect Montana Act”.[2]e

On March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA-21) was signed into law by the President.[3] Sectione
9901 of ARPA-21 amended Title VI of the Social Security Act [4] (the Act) to add section 602, which establishese
the Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund, and section 603, which establishes the Coronavirus Local Fiscale
Recovery Fund (together, the Fiscal Recovery Funds).[5] Under the U.S. Treasury’s Interim Final Rule (IFR), 31e
CFR Part 35, the Secretary of the Treasury (Treasury) issued its Interim Final Rule to implement thee
Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Fund and the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund established undere
the ARPA-21. In addition, on September 20, 2021, the U.S. Treasury issued its guide for Section 604 of ARPA-
21.[6]e

[1J_(b.ttps· //www covidreliefmt orgLca!egories/edit/206970# ftnrefl). 67thMontana Legislature, House Bill 632, signed into law, 
May 11, 2021. 

[1)_(h!!P-s://www.covidreliefmt.org�gories/edit/206970# ftnref2). 67th Montana Legislature, "Connect Montana Act", Senate 
Bill 297, signed into law, May 11, 2021. 

�Jh!!P-s·//www coyidreliefmt org�gories/edit/206970# ftnref3). American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 {ARPA) § 9901, Pub. L. 
No. 117-2, codified at 42 U.S.C. § 802 et seq. 

�Jh!!12s://www.covidreliefmt.org�gories/edit/206970# ftnref4). 42 U.S.C. 801 et seq. 

[2)_(bttP-s· //www covidreliefmt org�gories/edit/206970# ftnrefS) §§ 602, 603 of the Act. 

[Q]_(h!!P-s://www.coyidreliefm!.org�gories/edit/206970# ftnref6}."Guidance for the Coronavirus Capital Projects Fund For 
For States, Territories & Freely Associated States U.S. Department of the Treasury.” 
9/20/2021, (Treasury § 604 Capital Projects Fund Guidance). 

Notice of Application Guidance 

Before compleling your application, please review the [Application Guidance]. 




































